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About the Book
For over a century, Australians have served their country in war and peacekeeping missions across
the world. On Anzac Day and Remembrance Day, we continue to gather and remember those who
fought for our country in the past, and those who keep us safe today.
In recent times, 41 Australian Defence Force personnel lost their lives whilst on duty in the conflict in
Afghanistan. Cameron Baird, VC, MG is one such Australian who died in the service of his country.
Cameron was born to lead, inspiring others and gaining the respect of his peers. A dedicated soldier,
Cameron’s leadership and courageous actions resulted in the award of the Medal of Gallantry in
2007-2008. In 2013, while on active service in Afghanistan, Cameron lost his life while attempting to
rescue a wounded mate. His act of supreme sacrifice, valour and devotion to duty was recognised
with the awarding of Australia’s highest battlefield honour – the Victoria Cross.
This is a story of Australian service in East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. It is a story of mateship,
dedication, leadership and sacrifice, and one we should never forget.

About the Author
Allison Paterson was a teacher-librarian for over 20 years and has reviewed children’s literature for
Magpies Magazine for almost as long. She is the author of the first two books in the Australia
Remembers non-fiction series for children and has written three picture books, a young-adult novel
and the adult non-fiction title Anzac Sons, together with its ABIA longlisted and CBCA notable
children’s version. Allison now works as a fulltime writer, publishing consultant and presenter in
schools.

A Note from the Author:
Australia Remembers: Cameron Baird VC, MG Dedicated, Courageous and Born to Lead is the fifth
book in a series that focuses on Australian military history specifically written for children. The series
is generally designed for children aged 6-12, this book is more appropriate in the Upper Primary
years.

Key Themes
•
•
•
•
•
•

Symbols and Emblems
Leadership
Human Rights
Conflict and Sacrifice
Commemoration
East Timor

•
•
•
•
•
•

Iraq
Afghanistan
Australian Defence Force
Systems of Government
United Nations
Anzac Spirit
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Key Learning Areas
HASS:
Yr 5:
ACHASSI094 - Develop appropriate questions to guide an inquiry about people, events,
developments, places, systems and challenges
ACHASSI096 - Organise and represent data in a range of formats including tables, graphs and largeand small-scale maps, using discipline-appropriate conventions
ACHASSK115 - The key values that underpin Australia’s democracy
Yr 6
ACHASSI122 - Develop appropriate questions to guide an inquiry about people, events,
developments, places, systems and challenges
ACHASSI124 - Organise and represent data in a range of formats including tables, graphs and largeand small-scale maps, using discipline-appropriate conventions
ACHASSI125 - Sequence information about people’s lives, events, developments and phenomena
using a variety of methods including timelines
ACHASSK139 - Differences in the economic, demographic and social characteristics of countries
across the world
ACHASSK141 - Australia’s connections with other countries and how these change people and
places
ACHASSK148 - The obligations citizens may consider they have beyond their own national borders as
active and informed global citizens

ENGLISH:
Yr 5:
ACELY1704 - Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive print and multimodal
texts, choosing text structures, language features, images and sound appropriate to purpose
and audience
Yr 6:
ACELY1709 - Participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying and interrogating ideas,
developing and supporting arguments, sharing and evaluating information, experiences and
opinions.
ACELY1713 - Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse information and ideas,
comparing content from a variety of textual sources including media and digital texts
ACELY1714 - Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, choosing and
experimenting with text structures, language features, images and digital resources appropriate to
purpose and audience
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Discussion Guide
The following questions are a general guide only to be adapted to the experience of the students.

Chapter 1: Commemoration — The People of Today
•

Discuss the meaning of the word conflict. Begin with personal conflicts that the students
may have experienced or share one as an example. Build this to larger conflicts and the
types of issues that may cause a conflict between countries, or within countries.

•

Discuss the meaning of the word sacrifice. Discuss if the children have ever had to personally
‘sacrifice’ something for the betterment of an outcome. Children write an account of their
sacrifice and the reasons why it was done.

•

On a world map, have the children colour the countries where the ADF have been involved
in conflicts since World War II:
o

Korea, Malaysia, Vietnam, Zimbabwe, Iran, Iraq, Namibia, Western Sahara,
Cambodia, Somalia, Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Bougainville, East Timor, Solomon Islands,
Indonesia, Fiji and Afghanistan

Chapter 2: Cameron Baird
•

Cameron was a humble person; he didn’t boast about his achievements and he often gave
away his medals. Discuss with the children the word ‘humble’. What does it mean, how do
you show humility? Brainstorm the children’s ideas and get them to write a list of words and
actions to describe this.

•

Discuss with the children about setting goals. Get them to write their own short-term goal, a
six-month goal and a goal they would like to achieve in twelve months.

•

What is a memorial? Are there memorials in your local area? Who or what events do they
commemorate?

Chapter 3: Teamwork — Cameron as a Teenager
•

Read the quotes from Cameron’s past friend and teacher about Cameron’s character traits
and discuss why these are important. Also discuss the notion of a ‘role-model’. What
characteristics makes someone a good ‘role-model’. Make a list of these. Have the children
choose their own role-model and get them to write the reasons for this.

•

Cameron turned his disappointment into a new opportunity. Discuss how he would feel
about his dream being shattered. Has this happened to any of the students? Have the
children research other people where, through their persistence and determination, they
have turned their disappointment into achievements. (e.g. Walt Disney, Colonel Sanders, J.K
Rowling, Elvis Presley).
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Chapter 4: To Serve His Country
•
•

Some students may have family members serving in the Australian Defence Force, or an
ancestor who has served. Allow the students to share their knowledge.
Cameron began his training as a soldier at the Army Recruit Training Centre at Kapooka, near
Wagga Wagga, New South Wales. Research other ADF training centres or Army bases in
Australia.

Chapter 5: East Timor — Keeping the Peace
•
•
•
•

East Timor is one of Australia’s closest neighbours. What can you find out about East Timor
and its people?
What is a civil war? Why did Timor have a civil war? Research other countries that have been
through a civil war and the reasons why.
What do peacekeepers do? Why is it important to help others?
Why was the United Nations formed and what are their goals? What countries are members
of the United Nations.?

Chapter 6: Afghanistan — A War Against Terrorism
•
•
•
•

Study the picture on page 21 of Ground Zero. This is now a memorial sight for those people
who lost their lives. What is a memorial? What memorials have you visited? What were they
established for?
What does the term ‘western nation’ mean? What are the values of a western nation?
Have you or anyone you know visited the Australian War Memorial? If so, what was your
most memorable moment?
The Australian War Memorial is one of the most visited places in Australia. Why is this?

Chapter 7: Iraq — the Second Gulf War 2003–2009
•
•
•
•

Why is it important to respect and help protect the human rights of others?
Australia has a democratic system of government. What does this mean? What other system
of governments exist in other countries? Explain how these systems operate.
What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights? What are the rights in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights?
Human Rights Day is observed by the international community every year on 10 December.
Why do we celebrate this event? List ways in which you could celebrate this with your
family, your school or your community.

Chapter 8: Operation SLIPPER — Afghanistan
•

•
•
•

Cameron showed great leadership throughout his four deployments in Afganistan. What
does leadership mean to you? What makes a good leader? What character traits or qualities
would they possess? Do you know other great leaders? What makes them such good
leaders?
Can you recognise the qualities of the Anzac spirit in Cameron Baird?
What does the Anzac spirit mean to you and your family? Can you think of times when you
or someone you know has shown the qualities of the Anzacs?
Do you see people displaying the qualities of the Anzac spirit today?
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•
•

•

Does your school have a motto or code of behaviour? What does it mean? Do you belong to
any clubs or associations that has a motto or code of behaviour? What do these mean?
Discuss with the children the Gallipoli campaign and the involvement of the Australian
service men and women. Have the children draw a storyboard outlining the main aspects of
the Gallipoli campaign.
Study the pictures on page 38. How would you feel learning in a classroom like the one
shown or drinking water from a pump in the street? Describe how your life might be
different to life in Afghanistan.

Chapter 9: Coming Home
•

What do you think the words “Aspire to Inspire” means? How would this determine how you
lead your life. Who inspires you and why?

Chapter 10: Victoria Cross
•

•
•
•

What is the Victoria Cross and why is it awarded? There are currently 101 recipients of the
Victoria Cross. Choose one of the following recipients and research about this person, their
Service and why they were awarded the Victoria Cross.
o Mark Donaldson
o Edward “Teddy” Sheean
o Keith Payne
o Albert Jacka
o Richard Kelliher
Why are awards and medals presented to service personnel?
Why do people choose to wear an ancestor’s medals on Anzac Day and Remembrance Day?
Have you ever worn the medals of an ancestor or relative? What were these medals
awarded for?

Chapter 11: Afghanistan — 2021
•
•
•
•
•

Research the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child – an international
agreement on childhood. What are these children’s rights?
What did you know about human rights before reading about them? What do you know
now?
Which of these rights may have been violated under the rule of the Taliban in Afghanistan
prior to the war against terror?
Investigate media reports of the current situation in Afghanistan. Are human rights being
violated in the country today?
What is NATO and what is its purpose? Research the countries that are members of NATO
and the year they joined. On a world map, highlight these countries.

Chapter 12: Remembering Corporal Cameron Baird, VC, MG
•

Discuss the importance of Cam’s Cause. What does it mean ‘to leave a legacy’? Research
other charities that have been established to support someone’s legacy.

•

As part of a class project, have your students write to an unknown soldier to express their
gratitude for what they do to protect Australians and help other countries.

Big Sky Publishing | jodee@bigskypublishing.com.au | www.bigskypublishing.com.au

6

Design a Family or Class Medal of Courage
Look at the Victoria Cross medal on page 46. What is valour?
Copy the template below and design your own family or class medal of
courage.
What three colours will you choose for the ribbon? What symbols will you use?
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Design a Commemorative Stamp
Postage stamps are often designed to commemorate people and events.
Australia Post created an Australian Legends stamp series in which Corporal
Cameron Baird was included.
Design a stamp to honour an Australian serviceman or woman you admire, or
create a design to commemorate Anzac Day or Remembrance Day.
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For further information about the Australia Remembers series please visit
www.bigskypublishing.com.au

Watch out for the next book in the series:
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